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Abstract: The construction of scenic villages can not be done without the active
participation of the local residents and it is of great significance to analyse the
residents’ participation willingness and its related factors. On the basis of
drawing experience from the present research results, we, through house-to-
house questionnaire surveys and sampling interviews, survey residents in five
villages of Hangzhou city about their willingness to participate in the
construction of scenic villages themselves, participation paths and their attitudes
toward external participation, and adopt the methods, such as exploratory factor
analysis (EFA) and confirmatory factor analysis(CFA), to verify three
hypotheses(H1, H2, H3). The study finds that: (1) the general participation
willingness of village residents is comparatively high, but the participation
willingness degrees of different village groups are quite different. According to
the degree of participation willingness, the sequence from high to low is: village
cadres>farmhouse and rural lodging operators>college village officials> staffs
employed in the village enterprises> ordinary villagers > resident cadres. (2)
There are relatively big differences among the villagers’ recognition degrees of
different participation routes in the construction of scenic villages. The highest
difference significance of the correlation is the multi-family joint loans (1.160).
The lowest is to publicize, encourage and actively promote the construction of
scenic villages (0.936). (3) The verification results are in favor of three
hypotheses that the resident identity of the villagers has a significant impact on
their willingness to participate, the path of participation, and their attitudes
towards the external participation. According to the research results, the
following suggestions are made: improve the awareness of the related subjects,
especially the villagers by increasing the publicity; take measures to attract the
active participation of the new business entities; open up the input channels to
motivate the villagers; improve the public participation degree of the scenic
villages’ construction by coordinating the relation among investment subjects
and guaranteeing the villager’ interests etc.
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INTRODUCTION

Beautiful villages refer to the economically
prosperous, harmonious, civilized and
sustainable villages with beautiful ecological
and living environment.! Following the
construction of “Beautiful China” by pushing
the holistic development of urban and rural
areas put forward in the Report of the 18th
National Congress of the Communist Party of
China, the rural revitalization strategy is
proposed in the Report of the 19th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China to
further implement the construction of “Beautiful
China”. Adhering to the general requirements of
the strategy of thriving businesses, pleasantly
living environment, social etiquette and civility,
effective governance and prosperity, build and
perfect the wurban and rural integration
development system and policy system and
quickly advance the modernization of
agriculture and rural areas. In Zhejiang
province, the construction of beautiful villages
has a few advantages such as early start, fast
progress, long duration, large investment, far-
sighted thought, perfect measures and scientific
planning and it combines the holistic
development of urban and rural areas with the
ecological civilization scientific development of
tertiary industry integration. The construction
achievement is significant and they are the
pioneers of beautiful villages’ construction as
well as the demonstration of successful new
country construction in China. “Advancing the
construction of ten-thousand scenic villages”is
proposed in the Report of the 14th Party
Congress of Zhejiang Province and it is an
innovative measure to carry out the rural
revitalization strategy, which clearly requires
that ten thousand A-level scenic villages should
have be built by 2020, in which there are one
thousand 3A-level scenic villages. Therefore,
the scenic villages, as the extension of

“Beautiful  Villages”,> are the typical
transformation of beautiful villages from
“beautiful environment” to “perfect
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development” , namely, from the picturesque scenery
of beautiful villages to prosperous life of rich
villagers.

The villagers’ participation refers to the fact that
villagers, through various legal paths, express the
interest demand of concerned parties so as to
maximize the interests of all the concerned
parties.Their participation aim is mainly to improve
the policy efficiencyand ensure that no one’s
interests are damaged.® During the long developing
course of the countryside, villagers have always been
main participants.* During the developing process of
theory and practice covering the construction of
socialist “New Countryside” and “Beautiful
Villages”, village tourism construction, villagers
shoulder the cost of village tourism development
with the rural transformation for free, transfer their
rights in the construction process and are most
influenced in the interest pattern adjustment,®
therefore, the key to sustainable development is to
guarantee the villagers’ benefit from the village
tourism.® Stefan Neumeier thinks that developing the
village tourism helps increase the community
identity and vice versa, the villagers’ behavior will
affect the development of tourism
development.’DespinaSdrali points that the opinions
of villagers can help the tourism developers confirm
the true focus and problems.® Wise N proposes that
the villagers grade the regional competitiveness
through the destination comprehensive
competitiveness model to confirm the advantages
and disadvantages of competitiveness indices so that
the villagers can be familiar with the effect of
tourism development on the regional competitiveness
and improve their consciousness of pursuing the life
well-being.? The village tourism in China is in the
fast developing phase and the villagers will form the
positive perception about the economy, culture,
environment, facilities and services and the amount
of economic interest return will decide the villagers’
basic perception status. The more the relative
economic interest return is, the higher the villagers’
perception positive effect is.}° Tang Guojian etc.
takes five villages in Shaanxi province for example
and emphasizes the villagers’ active participation in
the renovation of village environment from the
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perspective of villagers’ life and production.11

Wu Wen etc. explores the construction mode of
villagers participating in the beautiful village
environment from decision-making, design,
implementation to management and tries to
change villagers’ consciousness from “I am
asked to participate in construction” to “I want
to participate in construction”.*? Therefore, it is
of great theoretical and practical significance to
research on the factors influencing the villagers’
subjective willingness and its related factors in
the construction of scenic villages so as to
provide the reference and suggestions for the
development of scenic villages.

METHODOLOGY
Data Source and Observable Variables

Adopt the questionnaire to measure the
subjective willingness of villagers to participate
in the construction of scenic villages and take
the villagers in the five scenic villages including
Zhinan Village, Jiuxi Village, Dalu Village,
Baisha Village and Baishuijian Village in
Zhejiang Province as the research subjects.
These five villages are all 3 A-level scenic
villages in Zhejiang province and their common
characteristic is to develop by depending on the
surrounding scenic areas, do the village
characteristic tourism development through the
resource advantage, scientific planning and
pioneering spirit and make good achievements.
Among them, Jiuxi Village is located in the
southwest of West Lake Scenic Area in the
south of Hangzhou city and due to its position
inside the Zhijiang tourism resort, its village
tourism, affected by the surrounding quality
scenic area resources, starts early and has
developed relatively maturely; Baisha Village is
located in Lin’an District, Hangzhou City, and
it, depending on Taihuyuan scenic area, starts
the farmer house early and develops the village
tourism with the farmer house as its
characteristic; Zhinan Village and Baishuijian
Village are the newly-arising stars of village
tourism. Zhinan Village is an ancient village
with a history of over 2000 years and there are
seven “ancient things” including ancient family
name, ancient pond, ancient tree, ancestral
temple, ancient temple, ancient house and
ancient tomb, which are reserved relatively well.
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Baishuijian Village, depending on the Baishuijian
scenic area, has obtained many titles of characteristic
villages one after another after village renovation;
Dalu Village is located in Fenshui town, the most
beautiful small city sub-center, in the Tonglu county,
the most beautiful county in China, and it develops
the village tourism early with abundant tourism
projects and attracts many tourists every year.

The questionnaire survey was done in March and
April, 2018. 450 questionnaires were handed out and
420 were collected, among them, 399 questionnaires
were effective and the effective rate was 95%. The
guestionnaire is divided into three parts: the first is
the demographic characteristics, including the
registered permanent address, gender, age, education
degree and identity; the second is the villagers’
familiarity degree with the scenic village, including
the assessment about their village’s resources and the
expectation of the scenic village’s construction etc.;
the third one is the subjective willingness scale of
villagers to participate in the scenic village’s
construction, which adopts the Likert scale. Five
grades from low to high including ‘“Hate”,
“Unwilling”, “Willing”, “More Willing” and
“Like”are set for every item and the corresponding
scores are 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. And 12 observable
variables in the third part are “Personal Willingness”,
“Building the countryside flower sea ”, “Starting the
accommodation and catering business”, “Investing
the capital”, “Publicity and promotion”, “Investing
the private property”, “Participating in the
construction of public infrastructure”, “Encouraging
relatives and friends to participate”, “Investing the
village collective property”, “The enterprise runs the
scenic village”, “Introducing the industry and
commerce fund”, and “The multi-family joint loans”
.The reliability and validity examination is done to
the third part of the questionnaire and the items are
modified and encoded again to get the following
subjective willingness scale.(Table 1)

Analysis Methods
Crosstab analysis

Crosstab analysis means categorizing two variables
into two groups according to their values at the same
time and compare the distribution condition of each
group to find out the relationships between the
variables. In the crosstab analysis, the frequencies of
observed data when they are categorized according
to two or more attributes will be listed in a table so
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that the relationship between two variables can
be seen more directly.Choose SPSS 20.0 to
analyse the data.

Exploratory factor analysis(EFA)

Exploratory Factor Analysis aims to extract
the common factor from a group of variables
and assumes the observable variables are all
directly affected by the common factor or only
affected by one special factor etc. EFA is a kind
of multi-element statistical analysis method,
which uses the dimension reduction principle to
get the few dominating potential common

factors of multiple groups of observable
variables(obs) and analyses the inner relationship
between the obs and potential common factors and
erases the statistical result errors caused by the co-
variation between factor.*®** The common
factor(namely, the potential variable) obtained
through CFA makes the data analysis more scientific
and reliable. Make the model theoretical hypothesis
to the potential variable and observable variables and
verify the effect of the potential variables on the
observable variables through CFA. Choose SPSS
20.0 to analyse the collected data.

Table 1
Items of the Subjective Willingness Scale
Code OBS 1 2 3 4 5
X Personal willingness degree to participate in the
1 construction of the scenic village
X,  Build the countryside flower sea on their own field
Start the accommodation and catering business on
X3 :
the spare place of their own
X4 Invest the capital to build the scenic village o
. . Hate - Willin ~ More .
X Publicize, encourage and actively promote the Unwilling Willing Like
5 scenic village’s construction
Circulate the private property, facilities and
Xg  collective assets to be used for the construction of
the scenic village.
Encourage the children of their own and children of
X7 relatives and friends to come back and participate
in the construction of the scenic village
X Actively participate in the the public service
8 activities of the construction of the scenic village
Circulate the collective filed, facilities and
Xy  collective assets to be used for the construction of
the scenic village.
Xi0  The enterprise runs the scenic village.
Introduce the industry and commerce fund into the
X1 j Lo
construction of the scenic village
X The multi-family joint loans for the construction of
12 the scenic village

Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA)

Confirmatory Factor Analysis model mainly
shows the relationship between the obs and
potential variables,*® build the structure equation
theoretical model with the potential common
factor variable and obs obtained through EFA as
well as the assistance of the co-variance model
analysis method, which integrates the path
analysis, factor analysis and simultaneous
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equation models in the Econometrics to verify
whether the obs has the positive effect on the original
theoretical hypothesis.®® Generally, there are some
errors in the research on the variable of the villagers’
subjective willingness and it’s hard to measure with
a single index. But the structure equation models can
be used in addressing the relationship among
multiple complex factors and allow existence of
errors in both obs and potential variables. It can
adjust the model constantly according to the
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modification index until it became appropriate.*®
AMOS 21.0 confirmatory analysis software was
chosen to verify the hypothetical model.

Theory Hypothesis

Hypothesis H1: Assume that the different
groups of villagers have varied impacts on the
participation willingness in the construction of
scenic villages;

Hypothesis H2: Assume that the villagers’
identities have a significant impact on the their
own participation  willingness in  the
construction of scenic villages;

Hypothesis H3: Assume that the villagers’
identities have a significant impact on their
willingness about the external participation in
the construction of scenic villages.

RESULT AND ANALYSIS
Demographic Characteristics Analysis

From Table 2, the proportion between the
local and the external population has reached
3:1 and the external population accounts for 1/4

of the investigated subjects, which shows the nature
of scenic village makes it more open and inclusive.
The proportion of male is slightly higher than that of
female. The farmers aged 45 and above account for
more than 60%, which indicates that the majority of
the villagers is middle-aged and old people and that
the aging problem in the village is comparatively
prominent. Among the interviewees, the persons
with the bachelor’s degree and above just account for
14.3%, which shows that the villagers’ education
degree is generally low, thus indicating that villagers
are less likely to make innovations and accept new
things. The identities of interviewees are divided into
three types: government, enterprises and villagers.
Villagers who are mainly ordinary people account
for 66.4%, the government mainly represented by the
village cadres and college village officials accounts
for 4.6% and the enterprises composed of the farmer
house and rural lodging operators and ordinary
employees take up 29.1%. All of those show that the
villagers are the main force of scenic villages’
construction, enterprises are the driving force of
continuous running of scenic villages and the
government plays an indispensable role in the
construction of scenic villages.

Table 2
Demographic Characteristics Analysis

Items Frequency Percentage Items Frequency Percentage
18-24 32 8.0 Registered Local Villagers 290 72.7
Permanent
25-44 122 30.6 Address Floating Population 109 27.3
Age
45-64 209 52.4 Male 211 52.9
Gender
65 and above 36 9.0 Female 188 47.1
Village Cadres 8 2.0 Junior High School and 188 471
Below
. Senior High School or
Col_le_ge Village 7 1.8 Technical Secondary 107 26.8
Officials
School
Farmhouse and Rural .

Identity  Lodging Operators 89 22.3 Education Degree Junior College 47 11.8
Ordinary Villagers 265 66.4 Bachelor 54 135
Resident Cadres 3 0.8 Master and Above 3 0.8
Staffs Employed in the 27 6.8

Village Enterprises

Descriptive  Analysis on
Willingness

Statistic analysis on the different groups of
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the Subjective Villagers’ participation description

Among 399 interviewed villagers, there are six
different group representatives: village cadres,
college village officials, resident cadres,farmhouse
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and rural lodging operators, ordinary villagers
and staffs employed in the village enterprises.
Assuming that there is no other restrictions on
participation paths, the participation willingness
degree of all the villagers are above 3.0, which
means that the general participation willingness
is good(See Table 3). The participation
willingness of different groups from high to low
is as follows: village cadres>farmhouse and

rural  lodging  operators>college  village
officials> staffs employed in the village
enterprises> ordinary villagers > resident

cadres.The groups whose willingness degree is
above 4.0 include village cadres, college village
officials and farmhouse and rural lodging
operators and the village cadres’ participation
willingness value 4.9 is the highest. The groups
whose willingness degree is above 3.0 include
ordinary villagers, resident cadres and staffs
employed in the village enterprises and the
resident cadres’ participation willingness 3.0 is
lower than that of ordinary villagers 3.7.

According to the preliminary analysis, the
differences among the participation willingness
values of different groups of villagers are
caused by their varied group identity. Village
cadres, as the key force of constructing the
scenic village and the representatives of the
whole village, like to participate in the
construction of the scenic village and actively
encourage all the villagers to take part in the
construction of the scenic village; farmhouse
and rural lodging operators and staffs employed
in the village enterprises, out of consideration
for their own interest, are willing to change the
current industry status and market vitality
through the scenic village; college village cadres
are chosen from new high-quality talents and it
is easier for them to understand and accept the
new policy and new thought. Resident cadres, as
the propagandists of national guidelines and
policies, should go into the villagers’ home to
help them truly learn about the purpose of the
Party and the government offering to construct
the scenic villages, but they are least willing to
participate, indicating that they can not help the
village cadres do the relative work due to their
poor understanding of their duty. Besides, they
are glad to make the village more beautiful and
the villager richer through the scenic village; the
resident cadres who are in charge of publicizing
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the national policies and guidelines, need make the
villagers learn about the starting point of the
Communist Party and the government making such
policies, and they will vigorously support the
covernment’s related work. Compared to them,
ordinary villagers are eager to have a higher income
and better life, therefore, they are more willing to
join in the construction of the scenic village. In
general, the data verify and support the hypothesis
H1.

Descriptive analysis on the participation paths of

villagers in the construction

Construction paths are the specific demonstrations
of villagers’ subjective intention to participate in the
construction of the scenic village(See table 4),
including using their own field or spare space to
build the countryside flower sea and starting the
accommodation and catering business, investing the
capital, publicizing and promoting the scenic
village’s construction, investing the private property,
encouraging their children to come back and join in
the construction and taking part in the related public
service activities etc. After the preliminary analysis
on the villagers’ attitudes about the the participation
paths, the willingness value is around [3.2, 3.7]. The
villagers’ attitudes generally are “More Willing”,
indicating that there are no big differences among the
villagers’ attitudes about the participation paths and
they are relatively satisfied with the construction
paths. Therefore, further analysis is needed to get the
main factors affecting the villagers’ willingness to
take the construction paths.

Descriptive analysis on the villagers’ willingness

about the external intervention.

The construction of the scenic village needs a large
amount of money, and the main fund sources of the
investigated villages include: using the collective
assets, the enterprise runs the scenic village’s
construction, the industry and commerce capital
intervention and multi-family joint loans. Compared
with the participation paths of villagers participating
in the construction themselves, villagers’ willingness
about the external capital intervention is lower and
the willing value is around [3.0, 3.5](See Table 5).
This shows that villagers don’t have huge capital
source. When there is external capital input, they are
both excited on one hand and on the other hand, they
are afraid of their own benefit being damaged due to
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the excess involvement of external capital.
Further analysis is needed as to the reasons why
villagers have such conflicting thoughts.

EFA Result Analysis

To further analyse the degree of villagers’
participation willingness by using EFA and
adopt Cronbach o coefficient to do the
reliability test with the resulting that general
reliability is 0.920, meaning that the reliability
of the subjective willingness scale is high(See
Table 6). KMO value is 0.927, which is larger
than 0.9, indicating that the data is suitable to do
the factor analysis. Bartlett’s test of sphericity
value is 2569.395, reaching the significant level
under the condition of freedom 66 and 0.000
level. This shows that it exists the common

factor among the correlation matrix of the observed
variables and they are suitable for the factor analysis.
The analysing result shows that there are two
common factors, whose characteristic values are
larger than 1,can be extracted from the 12-item scale
of the subjective willingness, indicating that after the
dimension processing, the subjective willingness of
villagers to participate in the scenic village’s
construction includes 2 common factors. The
variances of the original explanatory variables are all
larger than 8% and the wvariables’ composition
respectively are: F1=(Xy, X,, X3, X4, X5, X5, X7 and
Xg),F2=(Xo, X190, X11 and Xy,) the interpretation rates
of two common factors’ variances are 53.384% and
8.487% respectively and the variance’s accumulated
interpretation rate is 61.872%.

Table 3
The Participation Willingness of Different Groups of Villagers in the Construction of Rural Scenic
Villages
Participation Willingness
o - - ) Weight Value
Hate Unwilling Willing More Willing Like
Village Cadres 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5% 49
College Village Officials 0.0% 14.3% 14.3% 28.6% 42.9% 4.0
s Farmhouse and Rural Lodging Operators 0.0% 3.4% 28.1% 23.6% 44.9% 4.1
roups
Ordinary Villagers 0.0% 6.4% 41.5% 29.8% 22.3% 37
Resident Cadres 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.0
Staffs Employed in the Village Enterprises 0.0% 0.0% 55.6% 11.1% 33.3% 3.8
Table 4

Analysis on the Willingness of Villagers to Take the Construction Paths of the Scenic Village

Participation Willingness

Hate Unwilling Willing More Willing Like Weight Value

X, 0.8% 14.3% 37.3% 26.3% 21.3% 3.5

Xz 0.5% 9.0% 33.6% 29.1% 27.8% 3.7

Xy 1.8% 21.1% 42.6% 20.1% 14.5% 3.2
Participation Path Xs 0.3% 4.0% 42.1% 29.1% 24.6% 3.7

Xs 1.5% 21.8% 39.6% 24.1% 13.0% 33

X;  0.8% 21.3% 44.9% 15.3% 17.6% 33

Xg 0.3% 7.0% 52.4% 22.6% 17.8% 3.5
Tob Regul Sci.™ 2021;7(6): 5609-5621 5615



Zhang Jianguo et al.

Analysis on the Subjective Willingness of Public Participation in the Scenic Villages’ Construction and Its Related Factors

Table 5
Analysis on the Villagers' Willingness about External Intervention in the Construction of Scenic
Villages
Participation Willingness
. . . ) Weight Value
Hate Unwilling Willing More Willing Like
Xg 0.3% 9.0% 48.9% 24.8% 17.0% 3.5
X0 1.0% 16.5% 44.4% 24.6% 13.5% 3.3
External Intervention
X1 0.5% 12.0% 45.4% 24.1% 18.0% 35
X 15% 37.3% 34.8% 16.3% 10.0% 3.0

Two potential common factor variables are
obtained through EFA analysis and X;~Xg
measure the villagers’ willingness degree to take
part in the construction paths; Xg~X;, measure
the villagers’ willingness degree about the
external intervention in the scenic village’s
construction. Encode and rename those factors:
F1=the villagers’ willingness degree to take part
in the construction paths; F2=the villagers’
willingness  degree  about the external
intervention in the scenic village’s construction.
The reliability test is done to the observed
variables contained in the two potential common
factors. Cronbach’s al1=0.898, 02=0.815, the
critical values are larger than 0.7, which reflects
the villagers’ subjective willingness is affected
by the self participation paths and external
involvement. Therefore, it’s reasonable to
assume that: Hypothesis H2 assumes that the
villagers’ identities have a significant impact on
their own participation willingness in the
construction of scenic villages; Hypothesis H3
assumes that the villagers’ identities have a
significant impact on their willingness toward
the external participation in the construction of
scenic villages. Based on the EFA analysis
result, verify the above hypothesis through
CFA.

CFA Result Analysis (CFA)
Model adaptability test

There are several following indices to test
whether the model is adaptable :1) X, is used for
the general evaluation of the model; 2) GFl is a
comparative fit index, which shows the fitness
between theoretical model and sample data;3)

Tob Regul Sci.™ 2021;7(6): 5609-5621

AGFI is the goodness-of-fit index after adjusting
GFIl; 4) NFI is used to compare the chi-square
difference between the hypothetical model and
virtual model; 5) TLI is mainly used to compare the
adaptability degree between two opposite models; 6)
CFl is used to compare the independent model and
hypothetical model; 7) RMSEA is mainly used to
show the model’s misfit index. Statistics results
indicate that: the chi-square of coefficient of
determination is 299.154, the freedom degree is 53,
the significance probability level P=0.000 <0.05,
reaching the significant level and accepting the null
hypothesis, which shows that the hypothetical model
basically corresponds with the sample data.
GF1=0.885>0.800, AGFI1=0.831>0.800,
NFI1=0.885>0.800, TLI1=0.879>0.800,
CF1=0.903>0.900, RMSEA=0.108. All of these
show that the model’s fitting effect as a whole is
good and can be used for verification of the
hypothesis.

Structure  equation  modeling  hypothesis

verification

From Figure 1, the coefficients between the
potential variables and the corresponding observed
variables are larger than 0.9, showing the higher
significance, which means the observed variables can
reflect and explain the corresponding potential
variables. Namely, “Personal participation
willingness”, “Building the countryside flower sea”,
“Starting the accommodation and catering business”,
“Investing the capital”, “Publicizing and promoting”,
“Investing the private property”, ‘“Participating in the
public infrastructure construction”, “Encouraging the
relatives and friends to participate” can better reflect
the subjective willingness of villagers themselves to
take the construction paths, verifying the hypothesis
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that the villagers’ identities have a significant
impact on their own participation willingness in
the construction of scenic villages; “Investing
the collective assets”, “Enterprise running”,
“Industry and commerce capital intervention”,
“Joint-family loans” can better reflect the
subjective willingness of villagers about the

external intervention in the scenic village’s
construction, verifying the hypothesis that the
villagers’ identities have a significant impact on their
willingness about the external participation in the
construction of scenic villages. The data verify and
support the hypothesis H2 and H3 in general.

Table.6
Subjective Willingness Potential Variable Accumulated Variance Contribution Rate

Original Characteristic Value?

Rotate the Square and
Extract the Square and Load

Potential Observed Load
Variables Variables In ] ) In ) ) In Total
Variance Accumulation Variance Accumulation
Total Total
X1 5.845 53.384 53.384 5.845 53.384 53.384 3.917
X2 929  8.487 61.872 929  8.487 61.872 2.857
X3 692 6.323 68.194
X4 635  5.804 73.999
F1
Xs 564  5.156 79.155
Xe 460  4.200 83.354
X7 345  3.147 90.019
Xg 310 2.836 92.855
Xo 385 3518 86.872
Xio 278 2543 95.399
F,
X1 256 2.338 97.737
X1 248  2.263 100.000

Further analyze the factors of the subjective
willingness of the villagers. Among those
factors affecting the subjective willingness of
villagers themselves to participate in the
construction, the influence significance degrees
from high to low are: using their own fields to

build the countryside flower sea
(1.103)>actively taking part in the public
service activities of the scenic village’s
construction(1.033)>Investing the

capital(1.023)>Starting the accommodation and
catering business(1.001)>Investing the private
property(0.973)>Encouraging the children to
participate(0.948)>Publicizing and Promoting
(0.936). The ‘Publicizing, promoting and
actively advancing the scenic village’s
construction” and “Encouraging the children of
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their own and relatives and friends to come back and
participate” have an insignificant impact on the
villagers’ subjective willingness. The reasons why
“Publicizing, promoting and actively advancing the
scenic village’s construction” have insignificant
impact may be: First, the villagers have a poor
understanding of the related policies, the planning
and the future development and don’t know how to
publicize; Second, most of the people stayed in the
village are the middle-aged and the mature, and they
have no idea about how to publicize; Third, the
words of villagers have no credibility and the
credibility of the village cadres is not high because
the village’s development is not good. The reason
why “Encouraging the children of their own and
relatives and friends to come back and participate”
have insignificant impact may be as follows: First,
the village’s economic development lags behind and
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villagers are unwilling to let children give up the
better employment environment outside and
come back to take part in the scenic village’s
construction; Second, the uncertainty of the
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future development brought by the scenic village’s
construction makes the villagers worried and give up
the idea of encouraging children to come back.
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FigurelVillagers’ Subjective Participation Willingness Model Path and Calculation Results

The villagers’ identities have a comparatively
significant impact on the willingness about the
external participation in the construction of
scenic villages. The affecting indices of the
observed variables on the potential variables are
above 1.000, which shows that villagers are
willing to let the external force join in the
construction. The possible reasons are: First, the
scenic village has the resources and the
construction needs a large amount of money.
The external enterprises have abundant capital,
which can solve the capital problem. Second,
the intervention of external capital can free
villagers from other worries, such as the
temporary economic losses caused by investing
their own field, house and capital etc., since the
economic interest is the first priority of
villagers. The “Multi-family joint loans” has the
largest influence(1.16), because the conflict
between villagers’ eagerness for the external
capital intervention and the self interest risks
makes the villagers more willing to choose the
group guarantee loans, which seems to enlarge
the risks but in fact can make them become the
direct beneficiaries of the scenic village’s
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construction.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
Conclusions and Discussion

In general, the willingness of the investigated
villagers to participate in the construction of scenic
villages is comparatively high. Through the cross tab
analysis, do the preliminary analysis on the
subjective willingness of villagers to take part in the
scenic village’s construction and the result shows
that the general participation willingness of villagers
is comparatively high and there are relatively big
differences among the participation willingness of
different groups of villagers. The sequence from high
to low according to the participation willingness
degree is village cadres>farmhouse and rural lodging
operators>college village officials> staffs employed
person in the village enterprises> ordinary villagers
> resident cadres. By combining with the EFA and
CFA methods, it can be concluded that villagers’
participation path in the scenic villages’ construction
has a significant impact on their subjective
willingness, especially on their  subjective
willingness about letting the social capital participate
in the scenic villages’ construction. This shows that

5618



Zhang Jianguo et al.

Analysis on the Subjective Willingness of Public Participation in the Scenic Villages’ Construction and Its Related Factors

on one hand, the villagers hope to participate in
the partial construction of scenic villages
through the paths, including the vacant land and
houses, additional savings and village collective
capital etc., which is similar to the conclusion of
Zhang Jianrong etc. The villagers have formed
the basic perception of scenic villages’
construction in the economic interest return.” On
the other hand, the villagers wish the
intervention of social capital to bring in the
resources such as the capital, the technology, the
management and the market so as to reduce the
risk of constructing the scenic village on their
own. Normally, the introduction of market
mechanism requires that the villagers attach
importance to it mentallyand the investigated
villagers have been fully prepared in the aspect
of rational knowledge.® But because the scenic
village construction is still in the preliminary
phase and that villagers are uncertain about the
village’s future development, they are unwilling
to let the outstanding adult children of their own
and their friends and relatives return and
participate in the scenic villages’ construction;
due to the limitation of their own, villagers can
not participate in the scenic villages’
construction through the publicized low risk
paths. Based on the above problems, optimized
strategies are put forward for villagers to
participate in the scenic villages’ construction.

Development Suggestions

First, increase the publicity and build the
development atmosphere. The investigation
result indicates that the participation willingness
degrees of the concerned parties involved in the
scenic villages’ construction are different and
this goes against the scenic villages’
construction work. The village cadres and
resident cadres should correctly understand the
construction background of scenic villages and
its significance for the rural revitalization,
especially for the industry revitalization, learn to
think about the wvillage’s future from the
perspective of the industry and publicize to the
villagers with the interesting and efficient
method and the easy-to-understand language so
as to change the villagers’ “small farmer’s way
of thinking” and let them realize the importance
of developing the tourism industry and affiliated
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service facilities in the scenic villages’ construction
and changing the future village life, help the ordinary
villagers form the common recognition that
developing green tourism industry can be beneficial
to agriculture so as to increase the participation
willingness of ordinary villagers in the scenic
villages’ construction. Meanwhile, give full play to
the public effect of excellent figures such as the
outstanding entrepreneurs, highly educated talents
and elites and display the economic data of such
industries including the scenic area running and
management, farmer house and dining, rural lodging,
intelligent  tourism and agricultural  product
development etc. in public in the village so that
villagers can see the vigor and potential of scenic
villages’ construction, and lead the villagers to
participate in the scenic villages’ construction
voluntarily and actively in various ways.

Second, create the development “Depression” to
attract talents to come back. Talented people are
important supports of the scenic villages’
construction, which needs the high-quality talents to
come back, make innovations and start businesses so
as to promote the village’s economic development.
The government’s role is to perfect the talents’
introduction and management policy, break the
barrier of the original mechanism and system,
optimize the talents’ entrepreneurial environment.
Set up the village revitalization industry foundation
commonly funded by the government and social
capital, which focuses on the various industrial
resources in the village and provides the policy
support such as the fund, the project, the technology,
the information and the intelligence etc. Give full
play to the function of the foundation, start, cultivate
and support a batch of high-quality leading
enterprises covering the agricultural sightseeing
garden, farmer house/rural lodging, village
intelligent tourism, village cultural center so as to
form the development “Depression”, which can
attract the talents to make innovations and start
business here, and together a group of scenic villages
and demonstration villages will be formed.
Cooperate with the multiple universities and colleges
in Hangzhou city to build a college student
entrepreneurship base, renovate the vacant houses,
sign the occupancy agreement with the college
student entrepreneurship team and integrate the
modern factors into the traditional local artifacts
including Hangzhou brocade, Hangzhou silk
umbrella, paper-cutting, Hangzhou Zisha Pottery and
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leather carving. Keep the indignity of traditional
factors and add the vigor of modern factors so
as to form a batch of tourism cultural and
creative products with local characteristics.

Third, open up the investment channels and
fully motivate villagers’ enthusiasm. The
government should give full support, encourage
the villagers to participate in the scenic villages’
construction in various ways, motivate the
villagers’ enthusiasm and initiative and activate
the inner momentum of the scenic villages’
construction. Encourage the villagers to “be in
charge of” the scenic villages’ construction by
“crowd-funding” and they can make
investments and buy shares according to their
own actual economic strength. The villagers
with low incomes can buy shares by using the
land and mutually enjoy the bonus brought by
the development of scenic villages. Encourage
villagers to transfer the paid land voluntarily,
integrate the transferred land and give it to the
big contracting household or Rural Cooperatives
for scale business to build the agricultural
sightseeing and experience areas including
pastoral flower sea, innovative grain area,
agricultural sightseeing garden and fruit and
vegetable picking etc. Encourage the villagers to
renovate the vacant houses with indigenous
material to start the characteristic farmer house
or rural lodging and offer the village
characteristic food and experience activity of
farming work. Provide the work opportunities
such as the full-time cleaner, order maintenance
staff, safety patroller and scenic spot stand
attendant for ordinary villagers and the
government  grass-roots organization and
enterprises will give them unified professional
training and they can work after reaching the
required work qualification.

Fourth, coordinate the relation among the
investment subjects and guarantee the villagers’
interest. Under the reform of any times, farmers
are in a comparatively disadvantaged position,
the risk brought by the development is usually
transferred to the villagers, therefore,
guaranteeing the interest of villagers should be
emphasized. The investment subjects of scenic
villages include the government, the social
capital, the village collective organization and
individual villagers etc. The local government
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should, according to the different natures of village
factors, including the tourism resources and the land,
clarify the investment subjects and investment
targets, sort out the relation among subjects of
interest and avoid the marginalization of villagers’
investment. The government should sort out the
relation between villagers and the construction
subjects of scenic villages systematically with the
market-based approach to avoid the scene of one
dominating party. The government, the villagers and
the enterprises should all account for certain portions
to ensure the discourse power and interest
distribution right of every party in the development
of scenic villages. Therefore, the government should
set up a Supervision and Administration
Commission, which supervises and modifies the
behavior, including the construction and running of
any investment subjects, so as to build a healthy and
safe environment for the villagers and safeguard the
villagers’ lawful rights and interests.
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