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Items Number of cases Percentage (%) 
Gender   
Male 42 38.18 

 

Items Number of cases Percentage (%) 
Gender 

Male 58 52.72 
Female 52 47.27 

Age 
＜50 years old 16 14.54 

50 - 70 years old 61 55.45 
> 70 years old 33 30.00 

Course 
< 6 months 27 24.54 

6 - 12 months 19 17.27 
12 - 24 months 18 16.36 
> 24 months 46 41.81 

Self-care ability 
Complete self-care 22 20.00 
Partial self-care 61 55.45 
Not self-care 27 24.54 

Place of residence 
County level city 26 23.63 

Township 48 43.63 
Village 36 32.72 

Medical expenses payment form 
Self-pay 28 25.45 
NRCMI 45 40.90 

Medical insurance 33 30.00 
Other: Donations, etc. 4 3.63 

Household Medical Fee Payments 
Fully payable 7 6.36 
Barely payable 31 28.18 

Difficulty in payment 72 65.45 
Nature of disease 

Digestive system cancer 19 17.27 
Respiratory system cancer 26 23.63 

Cardiovascular system cancer 22 20.00 
Cerebral nerve system cancer 29 26.36 
Reproductive system cancer 12 10.90 

Other 2 1.81 
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Female 68 61.81 
Age   

＜30 years old 11 10.00 
30 - 50 years old 49 44.55 
＞ 50 years old 50 45.45 
Relationship   

Couple 54 49.09 
Child 56 50.90 

Degree of education   
Junior middle school below 10 9.09 

Junior middle school 47 42.72 
High school or technical secondary school 27 24.54 

Junior college or above 26 23.63 
Religious belief   

Yes 4 3.63 
No 106 96.36 

Total days of care   
＜30 days 14 12.72 

30 - 90 days 37 33.63 
> 90 days 9 8.18 
> 180 days 50 45.45 

Caregiver's burden Number of cases Score ( x s ) Proportion (%) 
No or minor burden (0 - 20 points) 20 15.15+3.39 18.18 
Moderate burden (21 - 39 points) 49 29.46±5.38 44.54 
Heavy burden (44 - 88 points) 41 47.95±8.16 37.27 

Total score 110 33.75±13.66 100.00 

classification of independent variables Parameter coding 

Self-care ability of patients 
Complete self-care 

Partial self-regulation 
Not self-care 

1 

2 

3 

Caregiver's gender 
Male 

Female 
1 

2 

1 

2 Relationship between caregivers and patients 
Couple 
Child 

Patient's disease course 

< 6 months 
6 - 12 months 
12 - 24 months 
> 24 months 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Caregiver's religious belief 
Yes 
No 

1 

2 

Medical expenses payment ability 
Fully payable 
Barely payable 

Difficulty in payment 

1 

2 

3 

Total days of caregiver's care 

＜30 days 
30 - 90 days 
> 90 days 
> 180 days 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Caregiver's education degree Junior middle school below 0 

1 
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Junior middle school 
High school or technical secondary school 

Junior college or above 

2 

3 

Independent variables Regression 
coefficient 

Standard 
error 

Standard regression 
coefficient 

t 
value P value 

Caregiver's gender -0.269 0.745 -0.009 -0.362 0.718 
Relationship between caregivers and 

patients -1.945 1.156 -0.071 -1.683 0.095 
Caregiver's religious belief -0.023 1.786 0.000 -0.013 0.989 
Patient's disease course 0.371 0.068 0.278 5.411 0.000*** 

Caregiver's education degree 1 -4.882 1.354 -0.338 -3.604 0.000*** 
Caregiver's education degree 2 -3.864 1.456 -0.189 -2.652 0.009** 
Caregiver's education degree 3 -4.359 1.512 -0.662 -2.882 0.004** 

Patient's self-care ability 2 -0.755 0.879 -0.033 -0.859 0.392 
Patient's self-care ability 3 0.435 1.036 0.407 0.420 0.675 

Total days of caregiver's care 1 4.341 0.318 4.159 13.65 0.000*** 
Medical expenses payment ability 2 2.425 1.472 0.086 1.647 0.102 
Medical expenses payment ability 3 2.597 1.401 0.095 1.853 0.066 

Patient's age 0.070 0.038 0.000 1.812 0.073 
Caregiver's age -0.077 0.044 -0.058 -1.737 0.085 

Notes： ***：P＜0.001，**：P＜0.01 

 Social support Care burden Objective support Subjective 
support 

Utilization of 
support 

Social support 1.000 -0.467a 0.741 0.906 0.658 
Care burden -0.467a 1.000 -0.404a -0.434a -0.331a 

Objective support 0.741 -0.404a 1.000 0.572 0.372 
Subjective support 0.9.6 -0.434a 0.572 1.000 0.377 

Utilization of support 0.658 -0.331a 0.372 0.377 1.000 
Note: a: p<0.001 


